
YOUR 
VOICE 
MATTERS.
The 2026 National Student Safety 
Survey (NSSS) will begin rolling out 
across Australia’s universities 
from 31 August 2026.

This is the third NSSS, following previous surveys conducted in 
2016 and 2021. It is one of the most important pieces of work being 
undertaken by the university sector to better understand students’ 
experiences and perceptions of sexual violence and harm, and to 
inform continued action to build safer university communities for 
current and future students.

Students who receive an invitation will be asked to share 
their experiences and perspectives through a confidential 
survey conducted independently by Roy Morgan on behalf 
of Universities Australia.

The message to students is simple: Your voice matters.

By taking part, students can help universities understand what 
is happening now, where further action is needed and how support, 
prevention and response can continue to be strengthened for 
current and future students.

The survey at a glance
•	Third national survey: The 2026 NSSS follows previous 

national surveys in 2016 and 2021.

•	National rollout: The survey begins rolling out from 31 August 2026 
across all 38 Universities Australia member universities. 
The survey will remain open until 12 October 2026.

•	Student reach: Around 1.2 million eligible onshore students 
will receive an invitation to take part.

•	Independent delivery: The survey is being conducted 
independently by Roy Morgan on behalf of Universities Australia.

•	Student choice: Participation is voluntary and confidential, 
and students do not need to have experienced sexual violence 
or harm to take part.

•	Dedicated support: Students can access free and confidential 
24/7 support through the National Student Safety Survey 
Counselling Line, delivered by Full Stop Australia.

•	Purpose: The findings will help inform prevention, support 
and response, and contribute to safer university communities 
for current and future students.

•	Results: National findings are expected to be released in 2027.

2026 National Student Safety Survey

For more information visit nsss.edu.au

http://nsss.edu.au


Why it matters
Every student deserves to feel safe, respected and supported 
at university.

Sexual violence and harm remain a serious issue across 
Australian society, including in universities. The NSSS gives 
students a direct voice and will provide an updated evidence 
base to help guide continued action across the sector.

The survey will also support the sector’s work as universities 
implement new national reforms, including the National Higher 
Education Code to Prevent and Respond to Gender-based 
Violence and the National Student Ombudsman.

The findings will help universities better understand 
students’ experiences, awareness of support services 
and reporting pathways, and where further work is 
needed to strengthen prevention, response and support.

This is about listening to students, learning from what 
they tell us and continuing the work needed to build safer 
university communities.

How it works
Eligible students will receive an invitation from Roy Morgan 
to complete the survey.

The survey asks students about their experiences and 
perspectives on sexual violence and harm, as well as 
their awareness of support and reporting services.

Students do not need to have experienced sexual violence 
or harm to take part. Every student’s perspective matters.

Participation is voluntary. Students can choose whether 
to take part and can stop the survey at any time.

Responses are confidential. Individual responses will not 
be shared with universities, and results will be reported 
in a way that protects student privacy.

Support for students
The survey covers issues that can be difficult or distressing.

Support is available before, during and after participation through 
university support services, national support services and the 
dedicated National Student Safety Survey Counselling Line.

National Student Safety Survey  
Counselling Line
1800 572 224

Free and confidential support, available 24/7 until 26 October 2026.

The Counselling Line is delivered by Full Stop Australia, 
an independent specialist sexual, domestic and family violence 
support service.

Students can find support information at nsss.edu.au/support.

Media contact
Enquiries about the national survey, methodology or national results 
should be directed to Universities Australia.

Please email media@uniaus.edu.au or call 0480 031 061.
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