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31 August 2026 

Your voice maters: 2026 Na�onal Student Safety 
Survey opens across Australian universi�es 
The 2026 Na�onal Student Safety Survey has opened across Australia’s universi�es, giving more than 
1.2 million eligible students a confiden�al opportunity to share their experiences and perspec�ves on 
sexual violence and harm and help shape safer campuses. 

• RADIO GRABS – click to access radio grabs from Universi�es Australia CEO Mr Luke Sheehy 

The NSSS is open from 31 August to 12 October 2026. The survey is for all eligible students, whether or 
not they have experienced sexual violence or harm. 

Universi�es Australia Chief Execu�ve Officer Luke Sheehy said the survey was about listening to 
students and using their experiences to drive change. 

“Every student deserves to feel safe, respected and included at university, but we know that isn’t the 
experience of every student,” Mr Sheehy said. 

“Sexual violence and harm are confron�ng reali�es across our community, including in universi�es, 
and too o�en students choose not to report what has happened to them. 

“The Na�onal Student Safety Survey is one way we can listen, learn and act. It gives students a chance 
to share their experiences and perspec�ves, and to help us beter understand what needs to change. 

“Our message to students is simple: your voice maters. 

“You don’t need to have experienced sexual violence or harm to take part. This survey is for all eligible 
students, because every student’s perspec�ve can help shape safer campuses for current and future 
students.” 

The 2026 NSSS is the third na�onal student safety survey, following previous surveys in 2016 and 2021. 

It is being conducted across all 38 Universi�es Australia member universi�es by independent research 
organisa�on Roy Morgan on behalf of Universi�es Australia, with advice from gender-based violence 
expert Professor Kate Fitz-Gibbon. 

Professor Fitz-Gibbon said the survey had been designed to support safe, confiden�al and trauma-
informed par�cipa�on. 

“Sexual violence and harm can have profound and las�ng impacts. Students must be able to have their 
experiences heard in ways that are safe, confiden�al and respec�ul,” Professor Fitz-Gibbon said. 

“The NSSS gives students an anonymous way to share their experiences and perspec�ves. What 
students share will help build the evidence needed to strengthen preven�on, improve responses and 
ensure support systems beter reflect the reali�es of students’ lives across Australian university 
communi�es. 

https://nsss.edu.au/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/jyi9gjmy98q511q2x72k8/AMBf5SRadMrk-5-TjVkFI3g?rlkey=0i7s04fj6nqt5z0nd7r3nkaiw&st=zjvw8k8u&e=3&dl=0
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“Good policy and prac�ce depend on good evidence. This survey will also help us understand students’ 
awareness of support and repor�ng pathways, and where there may areas for improvement. 

“Importantly, this survey is for all eligible students, not only those who have experienced sexual 
violence or harm. Every student’s perspec�ve can contribute to our understanding of safety across 
Australian universi�es. 

“Students who receive an invita�on are encouraged to consider par�cipa�ng, but par�cipa�on is 
en�rely their choice.” 

Support is available for students before, during and a�er par�cipa�on. The dedicated Na�onal Student 
Safety Survey Counselling Line is available on 1800 572 224 and is an independent service provided by 
Full Stop Australia. 

Full Stop Australia is one of the country’s leading sexual, domes�c and family violence response and 
recovery services. It provides free, 24/7, confiden�al, trauma specialist counselling to people of all 
genders who have been subjected to sexual, domes�c and family violence, as well as their friends, 
colleagues and family members. 

The findings of the NSSS are expected to be released in 2027 and will provide updated data to help 
inform preven�on and response efforts, strengthen support services and support con�nued ac�on 
across the sector. 

Further informa�on about the survey, including frequently asked ques�ons, is available at nsss.edu.au. 

Support informa�on is available at nsss.edu.au/support. 
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